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“The process of getting marrid s steeped in traditions. Something Old,
Something New, Sometbing Borrowed, Something Bl i onc such tradition
(although T only recently learned that the st part of this chyme s And A
Silver Sispence In Her Shoe). Cerain wedding twaditions g0 3s far back a5
Roman times. Some are ted to religion or ulture; others are from folKlorc
orold wives' ales. Most ofthese raditons were devisd to wish the couple good
luck and fertliy. But while traditons can bring about a sense of familasity

d conncction 1o the past, they can alo trigger negative reactions or

entlty

date because of her feminist views. Reall that in the not so distant past,

maried woman s desmed properyan had o el ighs. OFcours
from a legal st

Some women I've known have just followed the tradition without much

thought others have embraced the change and felt it brought a sensc

family (0 the union. (And some women did not ike thei last names and
L) On th

“They say that diamonds are a girs best fiend, and most women I know
would not ewels, butin this day and.

comen cannot
imagine changing their names and have el that  different surname would
hon

v i demand,squliy i i, o ok 3o

Ihave to ad AT
Y s frced to examine my own values about marriage and it triciions
yhen 1w ging g the proce. My now sk (v vas my
boyfriend at the time) and I were at 3 pary. A friend of his ws discusing
he SL0,000 ring h was plannin o buy for is giiend. My husband
scoffed a the price and made some comment to the cffect that he would
never spend that much money on a ring, He joked with me at one point
about whether or not 1 was going to buy him a $10,000 ring. My iniial
gt reaction was (0 be completely insulted. Was I not worth t?

cr much contemplation, I realized that 1 had been suckered into the
whole marketing campaign

00 debt 0 do s0. His love for me could not be messured by moncy, and
besides, L never s0would

or both
mes-And e ot forget he grooms;some men chane e mames
<, 1o, I s e losand, the st unchanged

il L e parer
i, eling cramonics . g o v eaiiom

fou may.
10 you versus what everyone clse wans you o include, just for tradition’s
sake

y
at the elck of a mouse. Did you know that the word “honcymoon” comes
from a tradition in ancient times during which men would seal their bride
vay fom ber Fly and,ollowing the wedding,te coule wonld ide
ety

days, but rescarch shows that strcotypicl gender roles tend to come ou

And lasty, T wondered how—given that I am 2 big believer in cqus
following such s trditon would set the ton for our mariage. In the end,
1

shaccamc it ¢ Ao dmes v chngd, Wil

the longer ple, dme.
vih i caing, whilc e may spen move ook dote il

does this happen? I don't think we have the answer to that yer, but it
st 1 Ky i e Sy B o

is “normal,™ itifyou feel differntly
Rather

the proposi , it i no longer always
o
‘What about the act of being married itsel? 1 recently read that
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artiage. The

it means t0 you and what you want from it.  DEBORAH ANDERSON P10,



