Mast people think of the word commitment
when they think of marriage, but it really goes
beyond that. Marriag, You are
probabdy aware that marriage is a Jogal contrace
with financial implications and if ve
religious

i 3 contract

anal contract you make with cach
other tw fave, lowor and cherish one another.

But what docs that really mean? Leve, bomar
and cheridy are vague terms. 1 say 1
Think very carefully about how yoa want y
partner to demonstrate bove and caring with
werds ar actions. How

It docsn't matter so mach if your
together contract™ is 1 verbal or written age
It matters that you have one. At the risk of
g very unromantic, I'm going o supgest
that you think about your marriage as
Just subsitute 3 home and ifclong

b speific

ill you do the samc?

would 4 business arran,

\

Yourr Perzomad Wisher

|— Performed by Robert A, Ringler & Associates s
Now- Demowrmationd wned Duter- Foitk Ceremonies that Reflnr

Carrmamies Ferformed ar sbe | acotson of Your € heice

rvang the Sowtherw California soommunity goe 1973

H00-233- 4558

come bound 10 cach other and sign on the
dotted line until you have hashed out all of the
expectations about how you wan your home and
ifie 1o Jok like.

1 once saw a couple in the media who had a
very detailed written marriage coneract - everything
From committing to gas up the cas it ot 1o
a quaner-tank 1o kissing cach other hello and
goodbye when they came and went from the
3 lot of thought
into what they wanted and expected from each
other, It may sound cxtreme or unromantic to
some of you 1o be so specific or to have it in
writing like that, but this couple was
clihood of having a successful relationship
because they had clear cxpectations of themsehves
and their partner.

It's better 1o face the tough isues and hak
out your dilferences and expectations before you
than to naively think that you can make it work as long

. The divorce statistics clearty angue
srmal pre-nuptial agreement, 1 re
you also include in your “life wgether contract™ a discussion of all of the
same financial issucs. Financial ch more complicated today
as compared 10 marriages bartered over goars and dowry chests, Since
people are waiting longer 1o marry they are more likely to come to the
relationship with many vears” woeth of financial carnings and imvestments,
a5 well as being owners of basinesses, having fa
And don't farger about the debest Tt is equally as imporzant to decide how
you are going 1o handle the prior financial obligations (c.g., loans, child

spport) cach of you brings into the marriage.

My fricnd described her pre-nuptial agreement expericnce as poing
tiresyyis  divorce befier she was cron married. But she did acknowledge that
it forced her and her fiancé 1o confront some scrsitive and important e
that they may have avoided had i this process. Many poople
think of 3 iptial agrocment as an issse of trust of an indication that
their partner is already having doubts. But remember the b
arrangement analogy. A pre-nuptial agrecment serves as a protective device
fior o of you and it can be another way 1o bind your relstionship because
1o do your relationship homework. I

istorics are

t then they run the risk of
1 alsor recomemend that cach of
v 1o arbitra

getting upset and ruining the wedding da
¥ou get your omm counscl or use 2 modia
If the idea of 2 marriage contrsct or pre
restrictive, remember that like a business
rencgotiate the terms and conditions with ¢
the rest of your lifi as vou grow and progress as individuals and & a
It really comes back to what | have been saying to you in previous
articles — do your relationship homework! 1§ you start your life o
with realistic cxpectations about cach other and what day-1o-day life
will book like, you are going to be well on your way to a long and happy
I pogether. DEBCRAH ANDERSON, PeD




